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USEPA Grant Provides Communities New
Resources for Old Problems

The Montgomery County Land Bank has been awarded a $500,000 grant from
the US Environmental Protection Agency’s Community-wide Brownfield
Assessment program. One of six Ohio entities to receive funding under the
program, the Land Bank will help jurisdictions that participated in the application
process to address environmentally challenged, abandoned properties
considered to be brownfields.
Under the grant, awardees may inventory, characterize, assess and conduct a
range of planning activities leading to remediation. The jurisdictions
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“This funding will facilitate the efforts of the Land Bank and communities to
transition environmentally challenged sites into viable, marketable ones,“ said
Montgomery County Commissioner and Land Bank Board Chair Carolyn Rice.

State Demolition Funds Target Blight
in 14 Local Communities

The Ohio Department of Development has announced that the Land Bank –
acting on behalf of 14 participating Montgomery County jurisdictions – has
received the maximum award of $500,000 from the state’s Demolition and Site
Revitalization program, which was created by the legislature to revitalize
communities and make room for redevelopment.
The funds will pay for the demolition of dilapidated residential and commercial
structures not located on brownfields. The rest of the Land Bank’s and all other
counties' requests are pending ODOD review, with further awards to be
announced in September.
Counties with established land banks were required to designate those
agencies as the lead entity in applying for the funds.
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Shared priorities have brought together the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources’ Division of Forestry and the Land Bank in a new urban reforestation
effort. The goal is to achieve tree equity in neighborhoods where a healthy tree
canopy is lacking due to historical economic disinvestment.
Tree equity is an indicator of an adequate number of trees in a neighborhood
for everyone to experience the health, economic and climate benefits that
shade trees provide. Experts say a healthy tree canopy helps reduce
summertime temperatures and air pollution, enhances property values,
provides aesthetic benefits and improves social ties among neighbors.
ODNR is selecting, providing and delivering young trees to interested
neighborhood residents who commit to caring for them. Because Land Bank
programs typically focus in neighborhoods of blight and disinvestment, it is
uniquely positioned to connect the new trees to the residents who have been
adversely affected by the lack of tree equity.
ODNR has identified the tree varieties most likely to thrive locally and recruited
tree “stewards” to help participants plant and care for the trees.
The catalyst for the partnership was the Land Bank’s Twigs to Trees program in
which volunteers plant seedlings on lots vacated after demolitions to enhance a
neighborhood’s overall health and deter dumping and vandalism on vacant lots.
Project organizers plan to plant at least 30 young trees in 2022.
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Experts Bring Climate-Resilient Trees to
Low-Income Neighborhoods

The Land Bank’s urban reforestation initiative, Twigs to Trees, has attracted the
interest of two university professors focused on creating a reforestation strategy
for vacant lots in underserved urban neighborhoods.
The researchers, Ohio State entomologist Dr. Mary Gardiner and University of
Dayton forest-ecology expert Dr. Ryan McEwan, will plant – and study – trees
that thrive in the local planting zone and experiment with species that grow in
warmer zones, in anticipation of continuing climate change.
The first plantings will take place in 20 vacant lots in Dayton neighborhoods.
“This research project is taking Twigs to Trees to a higher level,” said Land
Bank program manager Susie Crabill. “Not only are more and larger trees going
to be planted, but they will be observed and maintained to determine their
adaptability.”

Clean Audit Award -- Again
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The Ohio auditor of state recently released the results of the 2021 financial
audit of the Land Bank, stating that “no material weaknesses or significant
deficiencies” were found. In addition, the organization has been recognized for
the eighth time with the “Auditor of State” award, which commends compliance
with all accepted accounting principles.
Kudos to Land Bank Controller Karen Kenwell and Staff Accountant Elaine
Baldwin for their excellent work and attention to detail in carrying out the Land
Bank’s accounting and financial management functions.

Key Staffer Moves On

Land Bank Program Assistant Sue Pratt, whose primary responsibility was
managing the Do-It-Yourself Renovation program, retired at the end of June. In
this challenging position, she inspected abandoned, tax-delinquent houses,
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“Sue brought with her a deep commitment to the community and professional
capability that's hard to replace,” said Land Bank Executive Director Mike
Grauwelman. “She was instrumental in developing the DIY program, and her
sense of humor will be missed.”
Emmy Fabich, who was introduced in a previous edition of this newsletter, was
hired in the spring to fill the position.

“Like” the Montgomery County Land Bank’s Facebook page and stay up-todate with our #TransformationTuesday and #FunFactFriday posts.
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