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Township and Land Bank Launch
Collaboration

The newest jurisdiction to partner with the Land Bank will receive support for
the demolition of two dilapidated houses and sheds on one of the community’s
busiest thoroughfares.
Butler Township is participating in the Land Bank’s new Demo 2.0 program,
which provides matching funds for the demolition of vacant, abandoned
structures. Township officials had already purchased the two adjacent houses,
along with their auxiliary structures, on Little York Road.
Being less than 20 feet from the roadway, the structures were targeted for
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learned of the Land Bank program’s 1:1 match, they decided to move forward
with the project.
“There are no immediate plans for development,” said Township Administrator
Erika Vogel. “But razing the properties and turning the area to green space will
help to beautify the surrounding section of roadway.”

Arcade: In On the Ground Floor

Dayton Arcade, Fourth Street facade ~ Photo by Kevin Lush

The recent virtual unveiling of the 95,000-square-foot Innovation Hub at the
Dayton Arcade’s was truly an occasion to celebrate. Before this important

milestone, however, there were thousands of details to consider, decisions to
make and issues to resolve – all critical to transforming the vision of this historic
redevelopment project into reality.
Not the least of those complexities was assembling the project financing. When
in 2018 developers expressed interest in reviving the 114-year-old Arcade
buildings, one of their biggest early concerns was the sizable delinquent
property tax bill, which was considered uncollectable. A spokesperson for the
developer called the back taxes a “deal-breaker.”
That’s when city of Dayton officials engaged the Land Bank, which was able to
accept the property under a deed-in-lieu-of-taxes provision that removed the
tax liability. The Land Bank then turned the property over to the city, and it was
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According to the project website, “The historic rehabilitation project will
transform the stately Rotunda into a unique event space flanked by arts and
innovation uses such as galleries, studios, and makerspaces, as well as a
business incubator/coworking space on the upper floors opening out onto the
Rotunda atrium.”

Training Ground: Military Uses Vacant
Commercial Building

When the US Army came to the city of Dayton in search of a vacant building to
conduct training, the city turned to the Land Bank for help. A commercial
building in downtown Dayton under the Land Bank’s control fit the bill perfectly.
The military exercises were carried out in September.
“They wanted a location that was somewhat isolated from other activities to
lessen any impact on the public,” said Land Bank Program Manager Susan
Considine. “The exercises were done on the weekend, at night.”
According to one Army official, the unoccupied building successfully simulated
the types of environments soldiers encounter overseas. The training enhanced
their skills in operating in an urban environment.
Similar trainings are held in locations across the country.
“We sincerely appreciate the cooperation we received from Dayton citizens,
business owners and city officials,” said Army spokesperson, Col. T.J.
Rainsford. “We could not conduct this important training without their support.”
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“Like” the Montgomery County Land Bank’s Facebook page and stay up-todate with our #TransformationTuesday and #FunFactFriday posts.
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