
 
Montgomery County Land Reutilization Corporation (MCLRC) 

Board Meeting 
May 20, 2014 

 
Attendees: Doug Harnish, Principle, Market Metrics (Board Member) 

Sheila Crane, Realtor/Community Development Specialist, HER Realtors (Board Member) 
John Theobald, Commission Aide to Debbie Lieberman (Commission Representative) 
Cathy Startzman, Commission Aide to Judy Dodge (Commission Representative) 
Mike Grauwelman, MCLRC (Executive Director) 
Paul Robinson, Chief Deputy Treasurer, Treasurer’s Office (Treasurer) 

  Angela Lilly, Montgomery County Treasurer’s Office (Secretary) 
Phil Borger, Attorney, Bieser, Greer & Landis 

  Anita Smultz, MVFHC, Fair Housing Analyst 
  Kelli Wynn, Staff Writer, Dayton Daily News 
   
 
     
Absent (Copies To): Carolyn Rice, Treasurer (Chair of the Board) 

Nan Whaley, Mayor, City of Dayton (Board Member) 
 Scott Paulson, Trustee, Washington Township (Board Member) 

Judy Dodge, Montgomery County Commissioner (Board Member) 
Debbie Lieberman, Montgomery County Commissioner (Board Member) 
David Williamson, MCLRC (General Counsel) 
Maggie Carper, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Prosecutor’s Office 
 

  
Call to Order 
 
Doug Harnish, Vice Chair of the Board, noting a quorum, called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.  A 
copy of the agenda is attached for reference. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
Sheila Crane moved to approve the April 15, 2014 Board meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded 
by John Theobald and approved unanimously by voice vote.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Paul Robinson presented the Treasurer’s Report (see attached) for the period April 12, 2014 through 
May 16, 2014, which shows an ending balance of $1,257,887.28.  The notable transactions are the 
Moving Ohio Forward program reimbursements, which show progress in the demolition activities.  As 
well, there are routine banking and legal service charges for this reporting period.  John Theobald moved 
to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  The motion was seconded by Cathy Startzman and approved 
unanimously by voice vote. 
 
 
 



 
Executive Director Agenda Review 
 
Per Mike Grauwelman, there is a notable error on the agenda as Item No. 1 – Amending the Code of 
Regulations to Include Treasurer as an Office requests a motion to approve the amendment.  This 
motion should be to table the amendment.  There are two requests for a deed in lieu authority, which is 
an authority that is provided to the Land Bank under the Ohio Revised Code.  The final request is to 
authorize financial authority to the Executive Director.  Finally, the status of the Moving Ohio Forward 
and Neighborhood Initiative Programs will be reviewed. 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Item No. 1 – Amending Code of Regulations to Include Treasurer as an Officer 
 
As discussed at the Annual Meeting in April, the Treasurer’s position is not in the Code of Regulations 
as an Officer of the Board.  Only the Executive Director and Secretary are identified as Officers of the 
Board.  The Board directed legal counsel to draft an amendment to the Code of Regulations listing the 
Treasurer as an Office of the Board.  Legal counsel identified some clean up items in the Code of 
Regulations, specifically section 4.1 which states, “The Chair person will act as the Executive Director 
until the Executive Director is appointed.”  The Code of Regulations will be revised to state,” In the 
absence of an Executive Director, the Chairperson can act as the Executive Director.”  Section 4.4 will 
be revised to list the Treasurer as an officer of the Board.  As there is a provision in the Code of 
Regulations that the Board be notified at least 10 days before a meeting involving an amendment to the 
Code of Regulations, counsel requests the item be tabled until such notification is provided to the Board.  
John Theobald moved to table the request until the next meeting.  The motion was seconded by Cathy 
Startzman and approved unanimously by voice vote. See attached Board memo for details. 
 
 
New Business   
 
Item No. 1 – City of Trotwood Deed in Lieu Request 
 
Mike Grauwelman reviewed the “deed in lieu” process explaining that by using this authority, properties 
can be transferred in a more expedited fashion than going through the courts or the Board of Revision.  
As well, the role the Auditor’s office will play in the completion of the process was explained.  The first 
such request is comprised of four vacant parcels totaling 35.32 acres located on East Main Street in 
Trotwood.  All of the parcels are vacant and the owner is willing to title the properties over to the Land 
Bank.  The City of Trotwood has a specific interest in one property as it adjoins their government center.  
The Steering Committee reviewed the existing policy and procedures, specifically the Donation of 
Properties and Acquisition of Properties sections for compliance as they pertain to the deed in lieu 
requests received, and supports the transfer of the properties.  Sheila Crane moved to approve 
Trotwood’s Deed in Lieu Request.  The motion was seconded by Doug Harnish and approved 
unanimously by voice vote. See attached Board memo for request details. 
 
 
 
 



Item No. 2 – City of Clayton Deed in Lieu Request 
 
The City of Clayton has requested a deed in lieu for a commercial structure located at 8500 N. Main 
Street.  The property currently has $162,000 in delinquent taxes and has been cited for failing to comply 
with storm water drainage detention requirements that have adversely impacted an adjacent property.  
The City of Clayton has a potential end user.  The property went through the Court of Common Pleas 
and was assigned a receiver who was authorized to transfer the property to the Land Bank. Private liens 
have been removed, however real estate taxes remain. The deed in lieu request would remove the real 
estate taxes. The intent of the request is to then deed the property to Clayton for reuse.  John Theobald 
shared his knowledge of the existence of a Tax Increment Finance District in this area that included a 
variety of new construction properties on Main Street including this property.  He stated that the TIF 
required a 100% make whole provision with Northmont City School District, which raised concerns that 
in granting the deed in lieu a financial liability issue may be created for the city and land bank.  As a 
result John Theobald moved to table the request until these financial liability questions regarding TIF’s 
were clarified.  The motion was seconded by Cathy Startzman and approved unanimously by voice vote.  
See attached Board memo for request details. 
 
Item No. 3 – Request Providing Financial Authority 
 
This request is to provide financial authority in the amount of $32,000 to the Executive Director to 
contract for support services for the Land Bank.  This contracted support will focus on maintenance or 
research activities in order for the Executive Director to focus more on strategic planning. John 
Theobald moved to approve financial authority to the Executive Director.  The motion was seconded by 
Sheila Crane and approved unanimously by voice vote. See attached Board memo for request details. 
 
 
Committee Reports - No Reports At This Time 
 
Other Business – Moving Ohio Forward 
 
Paul Robinson gave an update on the Moving Ohio Forward Program.  The deadline for demolition 
activities is May 31, 2014.  Reimbursement packages are due to the Attorney General’s office by the end 
of June.  The jurisdictions are moving forward and have approximately $4.3 million dollars in total 
program activities outstanding.  $2.6 million is expected to be reimbursed by the Attorney General.  One 
notable project for the City of Dayton is the Schwind Building.  Once the hole is filled in, the 
reimbursement for this project will be approximately $750,000.  
 
Other Business – Neighborhood Initiative Program 
 
Mike Grauwelman provided an update on the NIP program.  To recap, the board approved the 
administrative and financial policies last month and those policies have been submitted to the grant 
provider.  Agreements are coming in from the participating communities as they make their way through 
their councils.  A draft agreement has been created with the City of Dayton as the property management 
group that will be handling demolitions for the program.  The first two properties received for the 
program are donations, with approximately 30 of the properties in the program expected to be donations.  
The communities were given a schedule where they are to submit 15 of their properties per week that 
would then be submitted into the tax foreclosure process.   



By submitting 15 properties per week, the March 2015 milestone date for the acquisition of 101 
properties should be met, which will keep the program on track for future deadlines. 
 
 
Other Business – Conflict of Interest Affirmation Statements 
 
The Board was reminded to turn in conflict of interest affirmation statements to the Secretary. 
 
Announcement 
 
The next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 2014. 
 
Call to Adjourn  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the minutes related to the Board of Directors’ monthly meeting of May 20, 2014 set forth 
above are the minutes approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting of June 17, 2014. 
 

/s/ Angela Lilly           
Angela Lilly, Secretary 
Montgomery County Land Reutilization Corporation 

 



MCLRC Board Meeting Agenda 
Montgomery County Land Reutilization Corporation 

 

May 20, 2014, 3:30 pm 

Montgomery County Treasurer’s Office 
 
 
 

 
Call to Order:   Treasurer Carolyn Rice 
 
Roll Call:  
 
Approval of Minutes: April 15, 2014 (Attached) 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Attached) 
 
Executive Director Agenda Review 

 
Old Business: 
 

 Item No. 1 – Amending Code of Regulations to Include Treasurer as an Officer (Attachment) 

 Presentation and Discussion 
 Motion to Approve Amendment  

        
New Business: 
 
Item No. 1 – City of Trotwood Deed in Lieu Request (Attachment) 

 Presentation and Discussion 
 Motion to Approve the Request 

 
Item No. 2 - City of Clayton Deed in Lieu Request (Attachment) 

 Presentation and Discussion 
 Motion to Approve the Request 

 
Item No. 3 – Request Providing Financial Authority (Attachment) 

 Presentation and Discussion 
 Motion to Approve Financial Authority 

 
Committee Reports 

 Steering 
 Personnel 
 Vacant & Abandoned Property Action Council (VAPAC) 

 
Other Business: 

 Moving Ohio Forward Program 
 Neighborhood Initiative Program   
 Conflict of Interest Affirmation Statements  

 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, June 17, 2014 @ 3:30 pm  

 
Adjourn 
 
 
 



Type Date Num Name Memo Amount Balance

Starting Balance $1,281,994.52

Direct Debit 04/14/2014 US Bank
Banking Services - Monthly Analysis Service Charge & 

Wire Fees
(82.95)                 1,281,911.57

Deposit 04/14/2014 Treasurer of State / Attorney General Moving Ohio Forward: Dayton Reimbursement 149,824.16        1,431,735.73

Check 04/15/2014 1129 City of Dayton Moving Ohio Forward: Dayton Reimbursement (149,824.16)       1,281,911.57

Check 04/16/2014 1130 CountyCorp
Moving Ohio Forward Program Administration: March 

2014
(6,908.91)           1,275,002.66

Deposit 04/28/2014 Wire Treasurer of State / Attorney General Moving Ohio Forward: Miamisburg Reimbursement 4,403.17            1,279,405.83

Deposit 04/30/2014 Wire Treasurer of State / Attorney General Moving Ohio Forward: Trotwood Reimbursement 25,435.00          1,304,840.83

Deposit 04/30/2014 US Bank Interest Paid 10.89                  1,304,851.72

Direct Debit 05/14/2014 US Bank
Banking Services - Monthly Analysis Service Charge & 

Wire Fees
(76.45)                 1,304,775.27

Check 05/16/2014 1131 Montgomery County Clerk of Courts Foreclosure Expenses: Lot Links 2014 BR 00076 (1,036.70)           1,303,738.57

Check 05/16/2014 1132 Bieser, Greer & Landis LLP Legal Services (January - March 2014) (8,390.00)           1,295,348.57

Check 05/16/2014 1133 Coolidge Wall Legal Services (March 2014) (6,446.00)           1,288,902.57

Check 05/16/2014 1134 Mike Grauwelman Reimbursement: Office Depot Expenses (222.26)              1,288,680.31

Check 05/16/2014 1135 Mike Grauwelman Reimbursement: Travel Expenses (495.89)              1,288,184.42

Check 05/16/2014 1136 Mike Grauwelman Reimbursement: Micro Center (458.97)              1,287,725.45

Check 05/16/2014 1137 City of Miamisburg Moving Ohio Forward: Miamisburg Reimbursement (4,403.17)           1,283,322.28

Check 05/16/2014 1138 City of Trotwood Moving Ohio Forward: Trotwood Reimbursement (25,435.00)         1,257,887.28

Transactions Net Total / Ending Balance (24,107.24)$       1,257,887.28$   

Montgomery County Land Reutilization Corporation

Treasurer's Report
Transactions for April 12, 2014 through May 16, 2014

Transactions
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To: MCLRC Board of Directors    

From: Mike Grauwelman, Executive Director 
Date: May 16, 2014 

Subject: Agenda Items 
 

 
 

Old Business 
 
Item No. 1 – Amending Code of Regulations to Include the Treasurer as an Officer 

 
 Action Requested: Table the amendment to the Code of Regulations to include the 

Treasurer as an Officer until the June meeting. 
 Recommendation: This matter will need to be tabled until June. 

Background 
This item was discussed at the April Board meeting. At that time a motion was passed requesting 
counsel to draft an amendment to the MCLRC Code of Regulations (COR) to include the position of 
Treasurer as an officer of the Board. Currently the COR does not recognize the position of the Treasurer. 
Given the size of the organization and the need for financial controls, the position has and will continue 
to serve an important fiduciary role. The proposed amendment is provided below in the form of a 
Resolution for your review. Due to the process established in the COR the Board will not be able to act 
upon the matter at this meeting, but must table the matter until the June meeting.  
 

RESOLUTION FOR AMENDMENT OF  
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY LAND REUTILIZATION CORPORATION CODE OF REGULATIONS 
 

Be it resolved that Article IV of the Code of Regulations, entitled “Officers”, be amended as  
follows: 

 
1) That Section 4.1 be amended to read: 

 
“The officers of the Corporation (each an “Officer”) shall consist of: (1) an Executive 
Director, (2) a Secretary, and (3) a Treasurer.  Chairperson shall act as the Executive 
Director in the absence of the Executive Director.” 
 

2) That a new Section 4.4 be added to Article IV of the Code of Regulations to read: 
 

“Section 4.3 Authority and Duties of the Treasurer. Subject to the direction of the Board 
of Directors, the Treasurer shall be the fiscal officer of the Corporation and responsible for 

all fiscal affairs of the Corporation.  The duties of the Treasurer shall include, but not 
limited to, opening and maintaining bank accounts for the Corporation, receiving all 

revenues and paying all expenses of the Corporation, and maintenance of a complete and 
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accurate account of all funds received and disbursed.  The Treasurer will produce a 

monthly financial statement of income and expenses for the Board.  The Treasurer shall 
present the books for audit at such times as required by the Board of Directors and/or by 

the State of Ohio.” 
 
 

New Business 
 
Item No. 1 – City of Trotwood Deed in Lieu Request 
 

 Action Requested: Approval of the request. 

 Steering Committee Recommendation: Approval of the request. 
 Staff Recommendation: Approval of the request. 

Background for Items 1&2 
 
The following two items of new business involve the use of a land bank authority commonly referred to 
as the “deed in lieu” authority.  This authority allows the land bank to receive a tax delinquent property 
from an owner, and with the consent of the Auditor (acting on behalf of the state) expunge any 
delinquent real estate taxes on the property.  This process does not remove liens on property. The 
process is administratively straight forward offering quick non-judicial transfer and tax relief for 
properties reuse. In order to establish the appropriate practices for the land bank to evaluate these 
requests, staff researched the ORC and discussed the process with officials in Cuyahoga County, Ohio.  
Counsel was then asked to research the authority and engage Cuyahoga County counsel to validate the 
authority and process. Upon the conclusion of the research, the Auditor’s Office was engaged to insure 
its understanding of its role and ability to process the requests, and a formal request process was 
provided. This discussion was well received but yet to be concluded. The final step in the course of 
evaluating and establishing a review process for the land bank involved a review of the requests in the 
context of existing land bank policies. This was conducted in a working session with the Steering 
Committee.  As a result of this review, it was determined that the existing “Acquisition” (Section 1) and 
“Donation” (Section 7) policies provided in the Montgomery County Land Reutilization Corporation, 
Priorities and Policies adopted January 17, 2012 should be reevaluated. The policies were adopted at a 
time that did not offer hard examples of the authorities use and request types that the organization 
might face.  
 
The following is a description of the two requests that are to be considered by the Board.  
 
City of Trotwood:  The request is comprised of four vacant parcels totaling 35.32 acres located on East 
Main Street in Trotwood (see attached “Weprin Maps” file for location.).  They are vacant and tax 
delinquent in the amount of $72,095 with an undetermined value. The city has made several inquiries 
into the transfer of these properties including the land bank. Attached is a letter (October 2012) from 
the property owner (Mr. William S. Weprin, president of Trotwood Commercial Properties, Inc.) 
committing to a donation of the property to the land bank. The board approved a motion to initiation 
the tax foreclosure process at that time, but the process was apparently never concluded. The city has 






















































